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Architizer  Projects

SIGNAL MEDIA-HOUSE

FIRM SPOL Architects

TYPE Commercial - Office
Cultural » Cultural Center

STATUS Built
YEAR 2012
SI1ZE 10,000 sgft - 25,000 sqft

Signal Media-house sits next to the Akerselva River in
Oslo. The original industrial building dating back to the
18th century has rich history of uses. Part of the building
burned has burned down in the 1980ies. The project,
while preserving the historic, inserts a completely new
architecture inside the shell of the old. The two correlates
while both being clearly architecturally defined.

The Signal Media-house hosts several film production
companies under one large glass roof. The programme is
organized around a main void that brings light from the
glass roof into the deep section of the building. The void is
intercepted by crossing stairs and the stairs becomes the
social space.

The project’s open space allows for effective
displacement and pressure ventilation that both reduce
energy consumption and minimize the need for ducts,
which are difficult to integrate into the historic building:
The new beams under the glass roof doubles as air ducts.
Because of the facades’ historic character, daylight is
mainly supplied through the roof, which also determines
the building's organization with cinema space in the
basement, recording studios on the ground floor and
offices and meeting rooms above. The building contains
offices, recording suites, sound editing rooms, animation
space, 25 people cinema, meeting centre and common
areas under the glass roof next to an interior green wall.
In 2012 the refurbishment of the former industrial
buildings, designed for the textile firm Indigo by architects
Ove Ekman and Einar Smith and erected from 1896 to
1899, was completed. This area along the Akerselva was
historically referred to as Ny York due to its explosive
development in 1858. Like its sister city, today the area
reflects a similar transformation towards a district focused
on art, architecture and design, including DogA, AHO,
KHIO, and Dansens Hus and now OCA. In collaboration
with our client Lars Hellebust, the buildings of historical
value were transformed into a new cultural area.

The project has been developed in a close collaboration
with the local heritage authorities to maintain the
buildings’ and area's characteristics. The transformation
was rewarded with Oslo City's Architecture Prize in 2012.

CLIENT
Signal Mediahus ANS

LOCATION
Nedregate 7, Oslo, Norway

SITE
Nedregate Cultural District

AREA
2 200 m2

PROGERAMME

Renovation of existing 18th century factory building to a
media house including offices, sound- and image studios
and a cinema.

STATUS
Completed 2012

DESIGN
Space Group

PARTNER IN CHARGE
Adam Kurdahl|

TEAM
Adam Kurdahl, Gro Bonesmo, Gary Bates, Grant Cooper,
Eric Gerlach, José Hernandez, Frederik Kjelman, Jens OTHER PROJECTS BY SPOL ARCHITECTS

Noach, Minna Riska, Tim Prins, Anne Wordstrup

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
Sundt & Thomassen
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STRUCTURE
Rambell Norge

MECHANICAL
Norconsult, Energima

ELECTRICAL
Oslo El prosjektering

ACOUSTIC
30 akustikk

INGENIUS OSLO, F-HOLM
Construction management

PHOTOGRAPHY
Ivan Brodey, Vegard Kleven, Space Group

AWARDS
Oslo City's Architecture Award 2012

IRE

TANGEN CENTRE

CATEGORY
Interior, Office, Re-use
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